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a tendency towards becoming a kind of luxury da
by those who liked it and could afiord to pursue it re^ird-
less of profit. Under such circumstances the study could
not flourish. Professor Perkin lias lately mentioned his
father's natural dislike for an industrial career and his
desire to devote himself entirely to pure chemistry. That
resolve proved to be of advantage to pure chemistry, but-
it was certainly unfortunate for our infant colour industry.
It is still more unfortunate, however, that so many chemists
in this country are ready to follow in Sir William Perkkf s
footsteps, for among scientific chemists connection with
industry is not liked, and industrial work is looked upon
as being of " merely technical ?5 interest. Work known
to have taken many years of hard labour, work scientifiealiv
carried out and sometimes of high importance to the
community, has been overlooked because it- was said it
made no direct contribution to science. The result is
that research students aim more and more at abstract
research, and attempt to introduce higher mathematics
into their work so as to squeeze papers into the trans-
actions of learned societies, and thus receive recognition.
They know at the outset that technical work will not-
advance them in chemical circles. This state of affairs
cannot be of use in assisting the application of science to
industry.
Another state of affairs which must be mentioned., and
also deplored, is the feeling of distrust which exists between
what are called scientific chemists and technical chemists.
Although many scientific chemists refuse to have any
connection with industry, this feeling does not prevent
them from lecturing industrial chemists from time to time
in an attempt to give them advice concerning industries
of which they themselves have only an outside knowledge.
These attempts, however, only lead to irritation. It
must be remembered that there are many really distin-
guished chemists engaged in the industry of this country
who have no university degrees and to whom contributions
to the transactions of learned societies offer no attractions.
It is in the interests of the co-operation of science and
industry that a spirit of esteem should be engendered
between the two classes of chemists mentioned,